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Dear Families, 

Students spent Unit 5 diving into fractions as numbers, in this unit students will make connections 
between fractions on a number line to fractions on a ruler as they measure in halves and fourths of an 
inch. As students work with lengths, they will be introduced to mixed numbers as equivalent forms of 
number and they will interpret and create line plots representing lengths. 
 

 
 

Students will also spend time solving problems involving measurement and estimating units of measure 

including liquid volume and weight. As students estimate they will identify benchmarks for grams and 

kilograms. For example a cantaloupe weighs approximately 1 kilogram while a stick of gum weighs 1 

gram. When students measure liquid volume and pour water into containers, they will note the 

connection of liquid measuring tools to rulers and make sense of fractional units of 

volume. Students will apply this work to make sense of and solve problems working 

in  “A Day at the Fair” context. They will consider the weight of pigs and the volume 

of liquid to water needed for growing giant pumpkins. 
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Also in the unit, students will use representations they are familiar with, such as the number lines, 

tables, equations, and words, to show their reasoning about elapsed time. Students have previously 

explored time in quarter and half hours, but now students learn to tell and write time to the nearest 

minute. As students solve elapsed time problems with unknowns in all positions (start time, end time, 

and duration) they will represent their reasoning. 

 

 

 For example the clock on the left shows how students could represent 24 minutes 

after 3:45 when solving a problem such as:  

 

 

A student leaves school at 3:45pm. It takes 24 minutes to walk home.  

What time will the student arrive home?  

 

 

 

 

Try it at home!  

 

Near the end of the unit, ask your student to explore measurements of different objects around the 

house. Record measurement of: 

● objects’ lengths to the nearest quarter inch 

● objects’ weight in kilograms or grams  

● objects’ liquid volume in liters 

 

Questions that may be helpful as they work: 

● Before you measure, estimate the object’s length, weight or volume. Why do you think it will be 

that measurement? 

● Can you create a line plot of your data? 

 

Explore elapsed time as you talk through your family’s daily schedule. Encourage your student to 

determine what time you should leave the house in order to arrive at destinations by a certain time.  
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