
                                         Grade 2 Unit 3: Measuring Length 

 

 

Dear Families,  

 

Students have spent the first two units building a positive connection to the world 

of math and making sense of picture graphs and bar graphs as they solve addition 

and subtraction problems within 100. As students move into Unit 3, they will 

continue to make sense of story problems, now within the context of 

measurement. In the activities, students will measure and estimate lengths in 

standard units and they will gain confidence in using a ruler.  

 

Before learning to use a ruler, students use base-ten blocks, which have lengths of 

1 cm and 10 cm, to measure objects in the classroom. Students use these tools to 

measure the length of objects and by doing so reinforce place value concepts. As 

students work with metric units they will create their own centimeter tape measure 

and begin to estimate length as they gain practice measuring shorter objects with 

centimeters and longer objects with decimeters and meters.  

Notice as your student begins to measure that they might not always begin to 

measure an object from its end. This will be an important concept for students as 

they learn that measuring from the end of an object is like counting from a starting 

point of zero. As student experience develops they learn that numbers on the ruler, 

noted at each tick mark,  represent distance in units from zero.  

Students will also learn about measuring in inches and feet in this unit, and will 

make choices about which tool, ruler or measuring tape, would be most 

appropriate when measuring an object.  

Finally students will practice representing their measurement data on a line plot. 

Students will label line plots with titles and the measurement unit used and learn to 

represent the length of an object by marking an “x” above a number on the line 

plot. 
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Try it at home!  

 

Near the end of the unit, ask your students to measure objects around the house 

with a ruler or other measuring tool. 

 

Questions that may be helpful as they work: 

● Why did you choose to measure that object using ___________ (feet, inches, 

centimeters, etc.)? 

● If you measured it using __________ (feet, inches, centimeters, etc.) would 

there be more or fewer of those units needed? 

 


