
   Grade 1 Unit 1: Adding, Subtracting, and Working With Data  
 

Dear Families,  
 
As we launch the school year together, we begin to build our math community. Some of our 
learning will happen virtually, through live sessions, digital videos, and online tools. Some of our 
learning will happen offline and at home. 

During this first unit, students build on math foundations from Kindergarten. Students will 
continue to see themselves as mathematicians as they explore, think, reason, experiment, and 
play! 
 
As students sort objects, show how they sorted and answer questions about their objects, our 
focus is building on things students notice and wonder. While new vocabulary will be introduced, 
we celebrate students' voices and their unique informal descriptions and observations. As 
students interact with their peers we also celebrate how sharing our ideas and listening to 
others’ ideas can help build our understanding and even make our joint ideas stronger. 
 
Throughout the unit you will find continual opportunities to check in on the math your student 
knows and is able to do around the concepts in the unit. Each opportunity serves to further our 
positive connection to the world of math and should not be approached with worry or pressure. 
Your observations and questions about your student’s thinking will be incredibly helpful to me 
as we work together during the year.  
 
As students solve problems about data representations, consider asking the following questions:  

● Which group was largest? 

●  Which group was smallest?  

● How was the data organized?  

● What could you add to each category?  

 

By the end of Unit 1, students will have experiences with: 

- adding and subtracting within 10 

- sorting, organizing, and representing data 

- creating representations that show how they sorted objects and results of class surveys   
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We hope the invitations for conversation and play will result in many fun and unexpected 
discoveries together. More than anything, we hope this unit will cultivate a positive connection 
to the world of math and a sense that math is all around us and for all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 


